THE BULL SHEET
OFFICIAL NEWS BULLETIN OF
THE TEXAS DX SOCIETY

an ARRL offiliated club

VOLUME V, NO. 7 : AUGUST, 1980

MBDTING NOTICL: The next neeting of Lhe Texas DX Suciety(the most durable FD
group in the Country) and their friends will be Friday, August 8, at the new
Marriot Brookhollow Hotel, Loop 610 North at the T.C, Jester Bxit. Introductory
drinking is at 1800 in the bar, serious drinkang by iB30, gross drinking by
1900 and dinner in the restaurant at 1930, The meeting will be in the River
Oaks Room starting at 2030. Bill, WS5SG, has prepared a little surprise
program for us, so don't miss it(we will not talk about Field Day).

COMVENTION 80, 81, 82, 83: As many of you know, Houston Ham Conventions, Inc,
is made up largely of TDXS members so the convention activities get a great
deal of press in the Bullsheet., This time, we may have outdone ourselves,

As approved at the ARRL Board meeting last weekend, Houston will be the site

of the 1983 ARRL National Convention. Leading up to that event, we plan to

have the Texas State Convention next year and the West Gulf in 82, As you also
know, the TDXS participation is one of the major highlights of the Conventions.
Orville is heading up the effort. The all-day DX/Contest forum tentatively
includes: X7JA/JR1ZZC, W6KG & W6QL, WSVAH & KBSFU(Kingman), DXAC and CAC reports,
K5KG/OHY, QSL bureau, plus something called "How to plan and operate Field Day,
ard Win!" by TDYS, On Sunday, Hugh, WAAWME, will put on a2 2 hcur extraviganza
he calls the 17 Greatest DXpeditions of all time. The important part of this is
the help from the membership to man the Hospitality Sudite and for every member
to dig out the QSL's that he's most proud of for our annual QSL display of all
the DXCC countries, past and present, It's time to start getting the caxds to
K5VWW, Dont forget your own Club QSL(s) for the Dispaly,

TOM'S SHORTS: No sooner do I open my big mouth than inflation sticks a foot in

it, Just as I announced the price of Club QSL's was the same in the last issue,

the pmiter raised his rates to $33.50 per thousand. Including tax, it's $35.18,
Still, oheap. K5NA is living up to his employer’'s name(I Been Moved) and is QSY-
ing to W2 land for 3 months, Richard has offered a challenge of a free meal at

a Club meeting to the first Club member that has a complete QSO with him as XK5NA/2,
There will be no skeds! Those of you upgrading, as of 6/30 the FCC was up to

KJSA, KB57ZI{, NSCFI, KASJFT. TDXS has a new Honor Roller, Lee, W5DOZ, congrats,

THE SURVEY: The xemainder of this month's Bullsheet is devoted to the complete
results of the 1980 members' opinion survey taken in March. We report the whole
thing without editing or comment,

73 and DX,

Tom, KSR(Z L/M,
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MARSE 1930 QUESTIONAIRT EUMARY

1,4, DCZS TEL PRESENT CLU3 ORGANIZATION and OPERATING PCLICI:S FULFILL TH= CLUB'S
RIMARY OBJZCTIVES? Y=E8 18 NO 6 . ...we have moved somewnat away {rom DY'ing and
contesting,. . fairly welli,..entry should be easier.

1.8, Does the club lean too heavily DX or Contest? YES 5 NO 20, ...not enmough

on either,..not enough on anything...perhaps not enough emphzsis on either,..I

fesl there shculd be planned prozram activity/presentatior, on a DY/Contesi topic at
each meeting. Minimize the business discussions and move onto topics of interest,
outside speakers, technical topics, overating technicues, station configuration,
antennss, etc.

1.C.If your answer tc 1B was yes, which activity? DY 1 CONTEST L, . The club is
attracliing wore wewbers whe are interested in IX mostly, and therefore the cludb
slips in that direction,..contesting-forcing members to opzrate by intimidation,,.
dx-observe the continuing decline of the TDXS club scores in the wmajor contests over
the past few years, It séewms that only & féw of thé offiters even care about serious
contesting...contesting-unless things have changed in the last 6 months, it seems the
most emphsas is un contesting at meetings; etc. The only exception is the repeater
which splits 50/50.

1.D. Which activity interest you wore? DX 10 CONTEST 8 ZEQUAL 7

2. Incdicate your feelings about how much time is devoted to each topic
too wmuch correct not enough

Field Day 1 23 1
J0) 4 0] 11 12
Contest L 12 9
Repeater 8 17 0

Other: too much Taco, hamventlon, officer reports, etc, unot enough programs., not
enough DX/Contest advise to ARRL/CQ. We should present TDIS vies officially on import-
ant issues, too much convention, TDXS has wild interest-who needs a convention up-
date? A great big too much repeater, too much contestdue to current chairman,

3.A, Do you enjoy Bullsheet? YES 25 NO O

3.B. monthly 2L or every other wonth 1 ,

3.C. prefer...see more 18 or less O (some indicated "as is" - 3)

3.0, If more...what subjects? -

DX technigues column,..increase in DY news, CSL info, more-want ads,..want ads, club
JX competition results, QSL Need column for, say, over 2 years +-,..members activities
+soUpcoming DXpsditions,..DXCC standings of clud wmembers,...on contesting,..I just
like the KSRC distinguished, elegant, and concise prose.,.contest results of wembers
.esDXpedition info, publicize club net,,,more DX info,..J] would like to see the

club issue GSL manager info perhaps duplicate one of the comprehensive QSL mgr pub-
lications in the Bullsheet. Orvilles DY news fills a Big Gap. Some info on contest
should be mentioned-upcoming contests-contest operating, more news on club meuwbers,
new antennas, new equipment, Contest winners...More antenna/technical info, calendar
of events, for & contest/DX club very little is memtioned about contests.

b. Are you satisfied with the present meeting place?
Eating YES 12 NC 11




S.k.20 yeou think Fi is It keeping witn the intent ¢f the elun * YES 23 10 2
L.B.Do yeou gencrally parvicipate? YRS 17 N B
5.C, Cormenic; when ycu're consistently the best ip the nation, what can you say!

soof i, 1s our best club event-lets stay on top...cur FU el fort 4s key to 2 strong

club organization znd should always be stressed as an ieportart activity...fd is a

large part c¢f any redic cluo I hleve ever been in, I can ses no reason why & partial
contest should not ge all out either competitively or for fun...I think the operation

is too bif and definetly not in the spinit of FD, Too much hardware and mcst of the

work 1s belingz done by just a few.,.great! Don't change it, Our past performance shows

we know how tc do it wery well,..better Bmm midnight wovies...I can't get too interest-
ed in FD since you can't work DY and T am usually on vacation that tiwme of year,..

other contestis could get & turn at the attention TS give FL,..K~ep it just as it

is except as K5Ki suggested last year, assign choices of opersting times in the order

of the individuals arrival st the site rather than by loi,,..FD i8 the best part of the
year for me; win or lose, it is one event which brings the group tcgether.,.let's keep

it competitive but still have fun,..J do not like the trend in recent FI's of certain’
films ang relatec activities which occured., We have youngsters apd women, wives, girl
Iriends present and we snould have more respect shown them, I feel that this is the start
an errosion of our generally good core. 1 feel trmat if certain individuals have to

£i11 this type of appitie, they can go rent a wmotel room and get it out of their systems.
although we &ll have our moral standards, speaking for myself, if the club continves

in that direction, I will find someplace to spend FD.

6.4, Topic of seperate cludb for contests, Are you opposed to this group forming?

Yes 10 No 12, TDXS CC -~ Bell no,..seems to be an ulterior, selfish motive on the

part of those involved, Lel them win single op er multi-op to get their jollies.,

The TDXS is & fratermzl organization amd I want it to remair so...l agree we should
submit cowposite scores, however I see no reason to form a seperate group. Simply let it
be a subset of TEYS., There 1s no reason to think all members should participate in

each and every contest,..fcr those who do not eat and sleep and think contests, it

takes some of the cowmpatitive weipght off us,.,those who would not subwmit to TDXS CC
probably have scores which are too low to help anyway. Al the TLCYXS CC would want/need
are the big scores and serious contesters who want to work for 2 respectable showing

most of the TSXS just doesn't care to put in the required effort...simply must talk up
contest more.,..1 am mnalterably opposed to formation of any such growvp, I feel it will
g0 sevele damage to TS, TACO failed several years ago for the same reasons. I will
oppose any individusl who tries to tear apart TIXS. If a group of contesters do

manage to break away, I will volunteer to be TLXS contest chairman and guarantee TDXS will
submit higher club scores than they can.,.TACO?...history will repeat itself,...the club
is continually growing in size. Some operate only DX, some only contests and some both.
Possibly our club success in the future will be as a collection of special interest
groups...l am certainly not a true-blue contester and would rather not answer this one,
but I would sure hate to see TDVS split,..I think that forming such a group could be
beneficial to TSXS overall., Why the seperate name? I do not think it would split the clu
3ut why should a avid contester want to attend a club meeting which is DX oriented? Put
it on 8 trial basis.,.another TACO...TINS can w2ll do without anyone who is so sensitive
as to be split off by such a move. None will be hut by such 8 move., Those who choose to
submit under TDXS will only continue to suppoct an effort that will win very infrequently,
I would not opposed to this group forming if a concensus of the mewbership felt it

would not split the club; I feel the club has wmoved away from DX'ing and Contesting in
recent years and unless a major change in attitude came over the gzroup, we could not
gonaider ourselves as competitive as a whole for aggregate scores...Believe if a contest
club is needed it should be seperate from TDXS...it would eventually split the club,
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6.=2.Topic regaréing TONE a3 a mere ocotive TV fector,

D¥pedtions & pord idez. How tc finznce would be 2 probler but possibly renting films,
speakers bureau, etc., wculd help...Iseer. tc rem=mber a money wvelking scheme - "film
making”...] believe this to be beycnd the scops and atility of oer grusp; we are having
trcuble financirg & repesater now as it is,.,.(S5L manager good idea...wmost of us ar:
concern:d daily with additional income for personal needs., I, for onz, 'don't need
adc¢itional concerns of this nature genzrated by my hobby, On the other hand, helping
ont or two X stztions a year with cards or a¢d a manager mieht not impose that great of
& fimzncial pbligation on the cluvb,,.Tt's very easy to start pumping wmoney into DX
activities ¢verseas, £+ lot of those guys always have their hands out., I wouli prefer
not to do that. However, a club certificate for & DX stztion that had.worked a certain
number of club members might be nice..,l hatez to think of soming up with more woney
for anything even though I like IDXS being an active supporter of DY activities., I
voluneer tc help with the QSL wmgr chores like the Dzltzs WY Society does...the idez of
QSL mgr is good...Yes, would b: nice if we had the money...lets wzit until we are no
lonzer have to fall back on deficit spending...yes, yes, yes and prmote new DXters,..
I would really enjoy being (SL manager for a very active TY station...QSI manager good
idea if anybedy hed the time, Maybe act as QSL mgr for 2 major expedition., Fimancial
resouvrces of TIYS are limited and our repeater taxes these resources greatly. Don't see
being a wmajor financial source for D¥ps3diticns,..why don't we start a list of operations
Then everybody would stand in line to talk to the TDXS net control, We could get exotic
DX stations in Amarillc and Lubbock on the air...ideas are good. Why nct let those who
vant to do this defray the costs ( or at least part of it) and if its an expensive, have
the club vote on it and make an assessment...I don't thnk the club could handle the
financial load of an expedition by wmembers or others. These are usually done by clubs
in which members have 200+ countriecs,..l do feel we fall short as a DX club., It
seems to wme that the club membership with 300+ countries Jdon't seem to help those with
smaller nimbers, I don't think we have enough active DY'ers to support someone else,..
feel we should sponsor IXpzditions by members...Qsl mgr is a great way to galn publicity
2t minimal expznse. Don't forget “greenstamps" or "IRC's" that come with the QSL's,
Tney will help offset cests, GQSL party on non-meeting friday sounds like fun,

6.C. Topic regarding our monthly meetings,

business is DboOgging down meetings., Too wmuch time in reports. 1 suggest concise written
reports be suvbmitted 1o V_P. for presentation, A1l other. topics should fall under vew/
old business. Annoucements should be entered (in writing) to club sec'y for presentatio
Too wany people like to hear themselves talk.,.Am in favor of formal programs, new equip
outside speakers, antennas(design/construction) technical, i.e. so0lid state...prefer

th  ipgs the way they are...J would like short, formel programs. How about gettiing our
new direetor to visit a meeting? Or the DXAC rep? I realize how difficudt it 1s to get
a program or speaker...we need more order in the meeting-wore control, Too wmany private
bvll sessions during the mecting. I feel the me=ztings are very interesting and that
people should take an interest and listen. People can talk before and after the mesting
like it pretty much as it is...programs of reasonzlbe duration...the formal presentation
or program would be nice change. However we do not need a formal program each meeting
just for the sake of having a formal program. I should be & skillfully presented progra
and of interest to at least a signifant portion of the club-and not necessarily the majo
ity of the club, Some of the business now done at the meetings might be handled by the
Exec committee...every other month a formal program. I like programs as well as talking
to friends, I am 100% for non-smoking during mzetings-this is one reascn I don't come t
often. I also like the fact each member doesn't have to introduce himself at each meeti
anymore,..topics-how to operate a contest, use 2 dupe she:t, etc. There may be club mew
whonwould be gord contesters but who do not want to admit they Hon't know the ropes, If
they know-particimtion mey increase,..just a2bout anything concerning any part of amateu
radio okay...If the formal programs relate to DX or contestinyg-great! But, haveing an
interesting "formal" program eve ry month seems like a very ambitious objective, lLets t
have one as often as possible but lets not force ourselves to have one every wmonth,, . keej
business portion down




